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4.1: Interactive knowledge session: 
concepts and terminologies 

related to adaptation

This session is one component of the 
SEACAP Toolbox for the full Toolbox, 
please visit: https://comssa.org/

What you will learn in this chapter:
• A definition of climate adaptation
• Key concepts and terminology for

cliamte adaptation

This session has been designed for
Local Government Officials and partners
completing a SEACAP



The 3 pillars of a SEACAP

Mitigation Adaptation
Access to 

sustainable 
energy



Adaptation

The process of adjustment to actual or expected 
climate change and its effects.

Adaptation actions are undertaken in anticipation 
of the adverse effects of climate change and aim 
to prevent or minimize the damage the impacts 

of climate change can cause and/ or take 
advantage of opportunities that may arise.



IPCC framework of climate risk assessment

Source: IPCC, 2012. Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation. A Special Report of Working Groups I and II of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.



• Hazard: The potential occurrence of a natural 
or human -induced physical event or trend or 
physical impact that may cause loss of life, 
injury, as well as damage and loss to property, 
infrastructure, livelihoods, service provision, 
ecosystems, and environmental resources.

• Vulnerability : The propensity or predisposition 
to be adversely affected. 

• Exposure : The presence of people, livelihoods, 
species or ecosystems, environmental 
functions, services, and resources, 
infrastructure, or economic, social, or cultural 
assets in places and settings that could be 
adversely affected.

Source: IPCC, 2012. Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change 
Adaptation. A Special Report of Working Groups I and II of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change.



• Impact: Generally refer to effects on lives, 
livelihoods, health, ecosystems, economies, 
societies, cultures, services and infrastructure 
due to the interaction of climate changes or 
hazardous climate events occurring within a 
specific time period and the vulnerability of an 
exposed society or system.

• Risk is defined as a function of the expected 
potential impacts –hazards- of climate 
extremes, system vulnerability, and exposure.

Source: IPCC, 2012. Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change 
Adaptation. A Special Report of Working Groups I and II of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change.



Terminology Exercises

Why play this game? 

• The development of a SEACAP is a learning journey for a city. The exercise aims to 
sensitize city officials (and other stakeholders) to key climate related topics;

• This game will help ensure that everyone involved in the SEACAP has a common 
understanding of the key terms related to adaptation to climate change and is able 
to utilise them appropriately when it comes to assess risks and vulnerabilities. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introductory terminology game created by ICLEI Africa



WEATHER

Short term variation in the 
atmosphere

Looks at a day or week

Reported as a forecast 

The weather was good 
yesterday

CLIMATE

Weather condition over a 
long period

Looks at changes in data 
over 30 years

Reported as averages

Climate change has become 
a burning issue worldwide

Precipitation 
Humidity 

Wind speed 
and direction

Terminology Exercise: Weather or Climate? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introductory terminology game created by ICLEI Africa



Terminology Exercise: Hazard, Exposure, Vulnerability or Risk? 

1. Lack of early warning system
2. Erosion
3. Low degree of prevention
4. 500,000 people living along the coast
5. Hurricane
6. Displacement of populations because of a high probability of landslide
7. Weak public health system
8. Sea level rise
9. Drought
10.Weak infrastructure
11.Political instability
12.% of areas not accessible for emergency / fire fighting services
13.Non-resistant roads

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why play this game? The problems of language and the differing use of terms is a common problem in the field of adaptation to climate change. It is often assumed that everyone interprets a word or phrase in the same way. This creates problems when needing to collectively assess the baseline and implement policies or plans. This game will help ensure that everyone knows the appropriate terms within the context and are able to utilise them appropriately when it comes to assess risks and vulnerabilities. INSTRUCTIONSThe game consists of as many rounds as you wish. The guidelines are provided below. The group can be divided into smaller groups depending on the number of facilitators. It is recommended to play this game before giving any official definition (as per the order of the slides).Time: This game should take 40 - 60 minutes, depending on the level of engagement by participants. It is possible that players may want to engage in long discussions. It is at the discretion of the facilitator as to how long they let the discussions go on for, noting that it is important to make everyone feel like their perspective is valuable and that less than 20 minutes per round is not adequate. Number of players: This game is designed for 10 - 50 players. Your kit should contain the following materials: Large A4 sheets that each contain one of the confusing terms such as Hazard, Exposure, Vulnerability and Risk A number (as many or little as you wish) of smaller cards with phrases that link with the overarching confusing term. Some phrases however should not have a clear link or not link at all (See slide above for suggestions for phrases).Materials & set up:Place the four A4 confusing terms at different ends of the table of each group; Give each participant two or three smaller cards. Facilitation process: Set the scene by telling them about the A4 cards. For example: “We have four confusing terms here. One means this….. the other means this….” Set the scene by telling the players about the ‘setting’ of the game and their role in it. For example: “Each of you have two or three smaller cards that each have a phrase that links to one of these confusing terms. You need to each place your cards under one of the terms and tell the group why you have decided this.” Note: You may want to include some cards that can be placed under both terms or may not be applicable Give them a time allocation. Note: 30 minutes is optimal Begin. Note: Observe how the round plays out and manage the time and facilitate discussion. Use the last 10 minutes to discuss any cards that may have been incorrectly placed. Discussion may also take place as each person places their card and, as a result, cards may be moved around as the game progresses. Reflection. Note: Provide some overarching comments, ensuring all understand the terms better. 
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What you learnt in this chapter:
• A definition of climate adaptation 
• Key concepts and terminology for 

climate adaptation 

The next session is: An Introduction to 
Climate Adaptation



CoM SSA programme is jointly implemented by:

CoM SSA programme is co -funded by:

AECID, AFD, EF and, GIZ  are implementing the Covenant of Mayors in Sub-Saharan Africa (CoMSSA) programme in cooperation with 
other CoMSSA partners, Secretariat and Helpdesk.. The content of this presentation do not  necessarily reflect the views of the 
European Union or the other co -funders.



Our team

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Phasellus in vestibulum ex. Nunc 
dapibus congue diam.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Thank you

Contact: helpdesk@comssa.org
Find out more: http://comssa.org  
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